German politician and organiser of the Labour Party,
one of the best political speakers Germany has ever pro-
duced; the real founder of German social democracy,
frequently brutally slandered by Karl Marx in his letters to
Engels on account of his somewhat snobbish mode of life a
la Lord Byron and his gallant adventures with aristocratic
ladies, to which he finally succumbed in a duel. For some
time Bismarck negotiated very earnestly with Lassalle in
his attempt to win over the German Labour movement as
his own ally in his fight against bourgeois liberalism.
Principal literary work: a book about " Heraklitus the
Dark", in which Lassalle interprets the profound Greek
thinker in the sense of Hegel's dialectical philosophy.
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